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Maternal Love 


Mother, is the warmest and greatest word in every language. 

It is mother’s love that gives us warmth and care, that encourages us and 
makes us strong and fearless. 

In China, we call mother “Mama”. It is a very simple word, and the 
sweetest call from the bottom of every Chinese heart. 
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An Ancient Song 


This is an ancient song. It always reminds me of father’s broad shoulder, 
and mother’s face, the gorgeous sunset in my hometown, and the beautiful 
dreams of childhood. 

This ancient song, charming and nostalgic, brings me back to my 
family, to my hometown, to my motherland. 
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Far in the Distance 

There is a beautiful girl in the far distance, 

So attractive is she, everyone who passed by her house 
cannot help looking back with a wistful look. 

How I can compare her pink cheeks to the red sun, 
and her charming eyes to the bright moon. 

I’m willing to live a vagrant life on the prairie and herd sheep with her. 
I wish I could see her pretty face and nice clothes every day. 
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The Night of the Prairie 

So quiet is the night of the prairie. 

The only sound left is my tweedle. 

I want to write a letter to my sweetheart, who lives far away, 
but cannot find a postman to deliver. 

I wish someday spring comes and melts the snow away, 
and my hometown has changed its looks 
she comes and sings with my tweedle. 
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The Morning of the Forest 

In the morning, the river, enveloped in thin frost, is so fascinating like 
fairyland. 

The mountain is covered with sunglow, solemn like a holy temple. 

In the morning, the forest stands quietly like the guards protecting our 
motherland. 

Being in the majestic mountains, fantastic water, towering trees, I am 
nearly melted into the blue sky, into the Nature. 
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Ch' ella mi creda 

(Let Her Believe) Giacomo Puccini 

From La fanciulla del West 

Let her believe I’m free and far away 
On a new path of redemption! 

She will wait for my return. 

And the days will pass. 

And the days will pass. 

And I will not return. 

And I will not return. 

Minnie, the only flower of my life. 

Minnie, you who have loved me so much! 

So much! 

Ah, you’re the only flower of my life! 




Tornado a Surriento 

(Come Back To Sorrento) Ernesto De Curtis 

O'erthe sea the sunlight dancing, waking thoughts of tender feeling. 

I have seen your eyes reflecting, this same light that makes me dream. 
When I pass a lovely garden, breathing scent of many blossoms 
There's a memory and a picture of but you within my heart. 

Now you say goodbye I'm leaving this poor heart of mine is grieving. 

Can it be that you've forgotten? Can it be that love is gone? 

Say not farewell and leave a heart that's broken. 

Comeback to Sorrento, that I may live! 


O sole mio 

(My Sun) Eduardo Di Capua 

The lovely sunshine coming after shower 

Reveals a diamond on every flower 

And all the garden 

Sweet with summer roses 

In duplex beauty neath the sun reposes 

But, oh the sunshine 

I dearly prize 

Is still the sunshine of your dear eyes 

My own the laughing sunshine of your dear eyes, of your dear eyes of 
your dear eyes 




Chen Yanxiang, born in 1962, is a tenor and associate professor of music at 
Anqing Normal University. He has received many awards in various levels of 
singing contests held domestically. At present, he mainly focuses on vocal 
teaching. Some of his students are very active and have certain popularity on 
the musical stage in the mainland of China. In 2010, he visited and 
performed in Germany as one member of a culture and education 
delegation of Anhui province. German teachers and students were impressed 

by his performance. 



Thank you for attending our performance. The audience plays an integral part in the success of our program. 

As an involved audience member, please take a few minutes to read this friendly reminder on concert etiquette. 

A Few Helpful Reminders of How to Be an Involved Audience Member 

• Please arrive early to ensure that you will have a seat. 

• Please turn off your cell phone instead of just silencing it so you will not be tempted to text during the 
performance. Untimely cell phone interruptions during a performance disrupt the performers and the other 
audience members, please be mindful of others. 

• Please remain in your seat during the performance. If you must leave the concert hall, please wait until 
intermission. If it is an emergency, please try to leave during the applause. 

• Please respect the performers by staying seated for the entire performance. 

• As an involved audience member, it is polite to clap at the entrance of the performers. 

• It is polite to save quiet whispering or talking, if necessary, between songs, as opposed to during a performance. 

Ideas adapted from Concert Etiquette Tips from NAJME’s Teacher Success Kit. 
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If you would like to make a donation to support other performances like this one, please make your 
check payable to the Performing Arts Fund, specifying the organization in the memo line and mail 
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Please call 410-543-6385 for information regarding upcoming Department of Music 
performances. 

For more information about our academic program, please visit us on the 
Web at www.salisbury.edu/musicdept. 
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